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Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. (Revelation 21:1)

This past month the Call Committee,
Transition Team and Church Council met
with Bishop Murray Finck to review the
progress we have made so far towards the

. calling of a new pastor and to cover the next
steps that are in front of us. Bishop Finck
talked at some length about the changing
realities of the ELCA, not only nationwide but
specifically in our part of Southern California.

Some points from that conversation:

In many ways the reality that Faith Lutheran is cuiyen
experiencing is a microcosm of what is going on acrossfi€a
Synod. Attendance and participation in congregations is\doks
Bishop Finck put it, “There is a whole generation of peaplat
currently are not taking the place of their parents aaddparents
in the pews of our congregations.” | think we all know thality
of that statement. We can look around the congregatichunday
morning and see in our minds eye the children that we saw gpo
in the church who rarely if ever attend anymore. Werofimes
know who those children are, because they are a paduof
families. Among certain age groups within our sociegrehis a
deep sense that are searching for meaning in their liveshéut t
search does not involve worship services on Sunday mornings.

This lack of involvement and attendance puts pressures,iagpec
financial on the whole structure. We have certaingngbat
present here at Faith Lutheran. It is present in nmangregations
within the Pacifica Synod and the ELCA. The Bishopatidahat
the Pacifica Synod budget from one year ago was basead on a
income estimate of around $2.2 million. They only recta®und
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$1.8 million. So they proposed and passed a budget thaatsdim
income for this fiscal year at $1.6 million. Bishop Kirshared that
this budget will have to be adjusted downward another $200,000
based on the offerings the Synod as received to daktat ¥s
means for Pacifica Synod is there will be fewer afigs to pass
along to the ELCA (the ELCA receives the vast majaoitits
funding from the 64 synods; they received offerings from
congregations and pass it along to the national chuithjso
means that there will be fewer staff in the Synoddeffand what
staff there is will be stretched much thinner over oinne largest
geographical synods in the ELCA. There are simplytmet
resources to staff the Synod at the levels it hasriuatly been at.

| keep hearing talk within the congregation that all of thirelated

to decisions that were made last August concerning who vieeuld
allowed to serve on the Clergy Roster of the ELCAndw that it

is very attractive to take complex problems and make teaity
simple, but to say that all of this is directly rethte a vote last
summer would be ignoring a large reality. If you looktbe

ELCA website you will see a report recently deliverexir

Secretary of the ELCA, ELCA Secretary David D. Swartling told
the council that, as of Aug. 3, his office had been advised that 504
of 10,239 congregations have taken first votes to terminate their
relationships with the ELCA. Of those, 348 passed and 156 failed
Synods have also reported that 212 congregations took second
votes to leave the ELCA, of which 199 passed and 13 failed, he
said.”

Is this a factor in the economic changes regard théi¢czaSynod?
It could be a factor, but a think a larger factor isginthe
economy itself. | recently had lunch with a friendnfr Riverside
who told me of a “mega-church” who a couple of years aged
$5.2 million in a two week capital funds campaign. Myrfde
shared with me that the senior pastor is currently lmmnger strike
to raise enough money to meet the current budget. Andk we
have all read stories in the newspaper about the felamoes of a
large mega-church in Garden Grove that was not ableytdgpa
suppliers. It is my feeling that the economy also p&alage part
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in the changes we have seen nationally, regionallycaadly in
our church.

So where do we go? | know that all of this sounds like g
downward spiral and there are probably some who beliate t
attending church services is akin to dinosaur watching.

We start with the faith and hope that God has a nmsaml purpose
for Faith Lutheran Church. Obviously it will not be teme as it
was in previous years. When the children of Israel riagie
pilgrimage from Egypt to the Promised Land, things wergkaty
different for them. They probably didn’t get to bringeeything on
that trip that they had in their homes in Egypt. Thag to travel
lighter. They had to get used to eating manna. And they did
complain loudly about the changes. God provided everytheng th
needed for the journey. It just wasn't the same agvéhethings
“always” had been.

The same is true for Faith Lutheran. God has provigledyghing
we need for the journey into this “new world” we aredexh
towards. Things will not look the same. And the diaty be
radically different. But God promises to be our canstompanion
on the trip. And He certainly hasn’t brought us this dist {o leave
us here.

CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE

The Call Committee met on 8-22-10 and
selected a Chairperson (Bonnie Mills), a Vice
Chairperson (Larry Ludwig), and a Recording
Secretary (Becky Shurson). The next task is to
schedule an orientation meeting with the Bishop,
Rev. Finck, which should be accomplished in

— M August. There will be a training session to help
with the effective interviewing of candidates, and
after that we will receive our first group of names
of possible candidates.

If anyone in the congregation knows a person he or she would like considered
as our future pastor, please submit the name to a member of the Call
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Committee who will submit the name to the Synod Office. The names of
persons being considered cannot be shared by the Call Committee in order
to protect the confidentiality of the candidates. However, an update will be
included in each Voice to keep the congregation current on where we are in
the process.

The Call Committee members are Anne Harrington, Becky Malinowski, Alyssa
Marroquin, Bonnie Mills, Ray Rollins and Becky Shurson. Duke Hansen and
Larry Ludwig are alternates. Please keep us and the pastors we will

be interviewing in your prayers.

Bonnie Mills

Music Program to Start in September

Rehearsals for Faith Ringers and the Chance
Choir will resume Wednesday, September 8.
—d Anyone interested in joining is welcome to
=~ attend our rehearsals. In addition, if enough
parents are interested in re-starting the
Children’s Choir, | will be more than happy
to find a date and time that works for everyone for nedads. The
minimum number to make a choir is 4 children—the morenbgier!
This group is for children ages 4-12; no music reading experience
necessary!

—

We also invite new members to join the contemporary YWjrseam.
Even though we are staying with a single-service forthate will be
enough music each Sunday for everyone to participate.

Ensemble rehearsal schedules:

Faith Ringers: Wednesdays, 6:30 -7:15 - Sanctuar
Play on average once a month; warm-up before
Sunday service.
Chancel Choir: Wednesdays, 7:15-8:15 (longer for
Christmas/Easter seasons) — Choir Room

Sing every Sunday; warm-up ¥2 hour




before Sunday service

Worship Team: Sundays before worship service - Sanctuary
Sing every Sunday

Children’s Choir: Date and time to be determined; 30-45 minute
rehearsals — Choir Room
Sing on average once a month

Chancel Choir: Open to adults and youth with basic mesiding
skills. Singers must be able to hold their own in 3t 4part music.
The Chancel Choir is the primary music ensemble &l [Eaitheran
and sings each Sunday, Christmas Eve (2 services), andspéuaal
services.

Faith Ringers: Open to adults and teens. No music reakiligyase
necessary. This ensemble has lots of fun learning vaneng bell
technigues and playing as a single instrument. AND theicgetream
at the end of the season!

Worship Team: Open to teens and adults. Leads the siofjing
contemporary worship songs and liturgy played with th@g@i No
music reading skills necessary, but singers need to becalelern
familiar songs, and occasionally new songs, quicklgesrehearsals
are only on Sundays. All singers use microphones.

Children’s Choir: Open to children ages 4-12. All children lg#irn
basic music reading skills, proper singing techniques,
listening skills, understanding the
A, texts of their songs and working ¢~
as a team. Smaller children also \*
) become familiar with numbers,
q 4 words, recognizing musical
symbols, and holding their music right side
up! (an important skill in learning to read).
Songs are taught by rote and following printed music.




First Tuesday Bible Study
Book of Faith
Study of Exodus

. The First Tuesday Bible Study resumes on

~ September %7 with the first of the lesson focusing on
the Book of Exodus. This six session study
considers the stories of Exodus to be the central
stories of the Old Testament. The stories of the
book of Genesis, as rich and powerful as they are in
themselves, stand as prologue to God’s mighty act c
choosing Israel, leading this chosen people to
freedom from slavery, and establishing with them a
covenant for their life together. The unfolding of teenainder of the
Old Testament story is based on these events and tleeant. The
themes of the exodus story continue to be centralanives of God’s
people today.

In the Book of Faith study we will first begin by reaglithe Bible text
and reflecting on its meaning. We ask questions and igtetetihs that
are unclear. We bring our unique background and experiendeass to t
Bible, and the Bible meets us where we are.

Next we seek to understand the world of the Bible by lapkirthe
passages historical context. We explore who may Wwaitten the text
and why. We seek to understand the particular social@hda
contexts that influenced the content and the messagewdider who
the original audience may have been. We think about hesetthings
“translate” into our world today.

Then we pay close attention to the literary conteaty the text was
written. We look at the characters, the story larg] the themes. We
compare and contrast these with our understanding amdiexpe of
life. The goal is to find meaning in the text.

We then consider the Lutheran principles that help grownd
interpretation of the Bible text. We ask questions linety these
principles and unique Lutheran theological insights intosecsation
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with the text. We discover how Lutheran insights geound and
shape our faithful response to the text.

Finally, we return to where we have started, but novhaxe explored
and experienced the Bible text from four different dinems We are
ready to move into the “for” dimension. We consider ineaning of
the text for faithful living. We wonder what God idlzay us
(individually and as a community of faith) to do. We ddashow
God’s Word is calling us to do God’s work in the world.

The individual study books for Exodus are $8.00 each. Wilke
available at the first meeting or in the church offiedore September
7", Please come and join in the exploration of thekBafcExodus on
September“?’ beginning at 6:00 in the Fireside Room.

SUNDAY SCHOOL UPDATE

Sunday School will start September 12th following the 9:30am
service until 11:30am. August 29th will be the last Childres
Church until next summer. We will be using a new Sunay School
curriculum from Augsburg Fortress. More will be shared about
that in the October newsletter. The teachers are Glala and Kelly
Kirker, Kristen Larsen, Bonnie Mills, Scott and Carol Hamre.
Children from ages 4 thru 13 will be included. Robyn BlugVicki
Rollins and Erwin Buschauer are available as substitutes.

This is all a work in progress, so changes in time @urriculum
may be made as we adjust to the needs of the children.

On the first day of Sunday School, we will have balloons and
cookies. We're looking forward to seeing everyone there.

The goal of our Sunday School is to provide a quality learning
experience and Christian fellowship for the children ofaith.
Please include the Sunday School in your prayers.

Bonnie Mills



DEAR SISTERS AND BROTHERS IN CHRIST

| have a favor to ask. It won'’t take much effort, or
a’,n time. Simply think of the last time you said something
1' = uplifting about our Church, or used the name of the
Lord in an uplifting way. | have been mingling with a
! lot of people, trying to get a feel for the reality @fth
e o1 amy Lutheran. When you listen, you'll sometimes hear
e LIL.! comments that are echoes of a troubling past. But
o that’s all they are! Echoes! Look around you. You'll
see a happy, loving, generous group of people. They arenenaotd,
sisters, brothers and children. They are your family.

Nothing breeds success like success. Most of youauar@€hurch to
grow. The way to do that is to reflect the reality=afth Lutheran
today. When people come to us, they usually come meeaxf. More
often than not, it is connected to a pain story. Waalke them. But
when someone’s pain impels them to a Church, | thinkstbiag Spirit
of God moving them, and they are seeking comfort, splace
understanding and love. They do not come to find out hoseid to
be, or how someone was responsible for some negatiom.al hose
are just old memories, and they do not serve anyone well.

So here is all I'm asking. Talk about those things dlatChurch does
that work for you. The preaching, music, children, you nantguit.not
only to strangers. Say these things to each othemusgetto being
upbeat. If God wanted this Church to fail, it would be delesbdy. |
suspect He wants it to succeed. But He hasn’t a moutlinamais. You
are those things. So let Him work through
you. You'll like it
We’'re almost to the end of my homily.

. . ITwill praise
Churches that are a bit more fundamental in ; ke
their beliefs love to use expressions like " ith pr whote
Praise God," " Thank you Jesus, " They do it Pontim Aot

so often it becomes an expression, more than

anything else, and I’'m not at all sure they think

about what they are saying. And I'm certainly not-asking

you to do that. Rather, | am asking you to thoughtfully marsusing
the Lord’s name occasionally. Why not try to work toiyour
conversation at least once each time you attend Church.

9



Try not to be cynical. There’'s enough of that alreddgt try being
positive. But please, try it.
As always, your brother in The Christ;
Erwin Buschauer

Adult Sunday School Class Resumes!
(rejoice and bring presents!)

The Adult Sunday School class
resumes this fall with a new and
ambitious study. The Gospel of Luke
and its sequel, the Acts of the Apostles,
form about a fourth of the entire New
Testament. Why study both? Luke
and Acts are two volumes of just one
work, which scholars call “Luke-Acts.”
In many ways, Luke looks forward to
Acts (the story of the early church), and Acts reflélots
themes of Luke. They belong together. We’'ll discuss how
they got separated early in the Church.

Luke-Acts emphasizes the heart of the Gospel: repentance
and forgiveness (think the Parable of the Prodigal Swn, f
example), and it focuses on the Holy Spirit in the &f

Jesus and of the Church. The Gospel of Luke has been
called “The Gospel of Mercy.” Many of the best-loved
stories of the birth of Jesus come from this author'kwor

Our church is in the process of reviewing the worship servic

and Sunday School times, so be on the lookout for our exac
start date and time. Our name, “Adult Sunday Schoog§” is
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bit of a misnomer: the class is open to anyone with an
interest in the subject matter, and we have folks aigdb

who regularly attend. We meet in the cleverly titled tWd
Sunday School Room” behind the “Fireside Room.” Perhay
we’ll see you in the fall!

SMALL GROUPS FOR FALL, 2010

FIRST DATE >>> FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2010
Our Fall 2010 Small Groups will kick off at 6:30 p.m. on Fyida
September 10 at Brad and Robyn Blue's house (11827 Douglas St.,
Yucaipa.) It's potluck: Bring your favorite main dish andessert or a
salad. We usually have 9 - 12 people but feel free to joiSact will
lead the short study and reflection frdime Lutherarmagazine. This
time the subject will be "Hospitality."
PLANNED DATES INTO FUTURE >> Friday Oct. 1st and O28th
then we will take a break for the Holidays and pick-ug-aday
January 7, 2011.

FAITH LUTHERAN IN OBERAMMERGAU

As many of you know, a group of members of
Faith Lutheran traveled to Germany and Austria in
May to see the Passion Play that is performed
every ten years in the Bavarian village of
Oberammergau. Pastor Tim mentioned that some
in the congregation would like to know “how the
trip went.” So, here’s how it went:

Those from the church who participated were:
Ned & Susan Morgan, Pat & George Motschall, John, BenkiyLaicas
Shurson, David & Bonnie Strack, Pat Kilday, David Lund, and J
Botts. We were joined by 10 others from Yucaipa, Beaumoaht
Riverside.

11



After a non-stop flight on Lufthansa Airlines foofn LAX to Munich
for most of the group, the entire group gathered in Murociaf
welcome dinner. Good Bavarian cuisine and for somentieh-
anticipated German beer. The next day was devoted taedjaur of
the highlights of Munich, including a visit to the concatibn camp in
Dachau. The following day as a “free day:” Some visitedBMW
center, the German museum, and others traveled to ltak&b&rg, 40
minutes south of Munich by train.

Then it was off to Salzburg, Austria, with a stop Aeautiful palace
built by King Ludwig Il of Bavaria on an island in Chiemdake,
halfway between the two cities. Our arrival dinneSalzburg was
“Dinner with Mozart” — a wonderful evening of live Mozamusic and
a fine dinner. A walking tour of the city followed thexhenorning,
with a bus tour of Austria’s lake district in theaafioon. The
following day could be described as our “mountain day:” Atiopsup
to “Hitler's Eagle’s Nest,” now a restaurant and toudisstination
literally on the top of an Alp. With beautiful vista§the Lake
Kdnigsee below and surrounding Alpine vistas. Except d$taviand
lake were not to be seen. Fog. Dense fog. Reallyedegs 45-
degree temperature. And snow on the ground. But all seenagree
it was a worthwhile excursion to the mountaintop oietd by a cruise
up the lake to a monastery with its obligatory souvenir shdp a
restaurant.

Our free day in Salzburg was spent walking, shopping, visiting an
Ascension Day church service, and for some, a tripgmearby salt
mines.

Finally we were off to Oberammergau with stops in Rudbeg, a
glass-blowing center in Austria (more shopping!) andsbruck,
arriving late in the afternoon at our hotels in just aef the Passion
Play town. Viewing the play is a two night, one dapexience:
Arrival, dinner, an overnight in a local hotel, someeftime the next
day and lunch before the play, which gets underway at®r00
There’s a dinner break of about three hours, with e rgsuming at
8:00 pm, ending shortly before 11:00. Then a second nighe indtel
and departure the next morning. It's a truly remarkable and
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unforgettable experience, cast of hundreds, full orchdstigee choir,
all dialog in German. (The English text is provide@ ibook everyone
gets.) One “experiences” the Passion of our Sangdrt down to a
very graphic re-enactment of the Crucifixion and Hisinesction. But
long. The play itself lasts almost six hours, wité three-hour dinner
break adding to the total time. Some in the group jokedwioeyd
have bought T-shirts: “I Survived the Oberammergau Pa8dan’

Our last day of travel included a stop at King Ludwig’'ssiizyland
castle” of Neuschwanstein and visiting the beautifubcoc'Church in
the Meadow.” Our final night as an entire group was tsjpetie
Bavarian city of Erding, world famous home of Erdingéreat beer,
which some in the group truly enjoyed. Here we had anlerte
farewell dinner, shared many laughs and some gifts, watst meading
home the next morning.

So, to sum up: “ Faith Lutheran Oberammergau 2010” leftfalo
with many unforgettable memories: The Passion of our poedented
as we’d never seen it, plus castles, cathedrals, absiratonasteries,
beautiful (green) countryside, mountains, lakes, Germsmeuand
drink, Munich, Salzburg, Innsbruck, villages, mountain roadsainn
speeds of well over 200mph (cars, not our bus), Moziawas truly
an unforgettable experience shared with wonderful friends.

YOUTH ADVENTURE!

The youth enjoyed a great adventure at
Big Bear Lake. We had enough attend
that we needed to have two boats!! |
have never seen such big smiles before
on the kids. We packed lunches and
snacks for the afternoon and were able
to eat on board and relax and some were
even brave enough to swim!! Carlos and
Brad were our brave drivers for the day
and they even let the kids take a turn at the helm whashextremely
exciting for them. At one point in time we lost théext boat but soon
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found each other again. It was especially neat whegoweeally close
to the other boat and tied our two boats together so wshzae the
day all together. The weather was great, the freshas great, the
kids were happy, and we all came home pooped and sleptnexhe
day. Definitely a great adventure that WE WOULD ALL SIGP
FOR AGAIN!!

A little thanks for our sponsor who help out with tdeest of such an
adventure. | think you could see the gratitude in the shile

We still have ice skating and horseback riding in the fudunce
possibly some fundraisers and charity work in the fuasrevell.

Until next time,
God Bless
Susan Marroquin

RANDOM THOUGHTS ON A VERY SPECIAL DAY!

What a great time our family had on the pontoon boat8BigitBear
Lake. Thank you so much for trusting me at the helmhjoyed all of
our discussions during the adventure. | have never seen Bid_Bke
like that before! It is so beautiful. | think the no-glsoat church the
next day were due to sun exposure more than anything, and our
adventure was like a family vacation and church retakat one. It
was a tremendous day to be a part of, and exhaustingria. so

| have never forgotten the special

church experiences in my youth, and

they have left a permanent mark on

my soul. They are a very real part

of my spiritual journey and what all

of us (especially the children)

experienced that day on the lake, they will never torge
Brad Blue
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FAITH LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN
Calendar for Sept.:
Wed., Sept. 1, 9:30 am Sarah Circle, Bible Study, Churcl
Sewing Room, Bernice Roberts
909-790-9699

Wed., Sept. 8, 9:30 am Dorcas Circle - Quilting, Church
Sewing Room
Wed., Sept. 8, 9:30 am Deborah Circle, Bible Study,

Home of Pat Kilday, 35267
Vineyard, Yucaipa, 909-797-8313

Mon., Sept. 13, 7:00 pm Naomi Circle, Bible Study, Home
of Dona Whitt, 12272 Custer,
Yucaipa, 909-797-2633

Wed., Sept. 15, 9:30 am Dorcas Circle - Quilting, Church
Sewing Room

Thurs, Sept. 23, 6:30 pm WELCA board, Library

Mon., Sept. 27, 10:30 am Bible Study Leaders, Church

Sewing Room

Coin Boxes: Bring In your boxes. Your coinsmake a difference for
the Navajo children at Rock Point, AZReturn the coin boxes to
service Sunday, Sept"5 (If you forget, a Sunday shortly thereafjer!
Remember your coins (or bills) will be supplemented byvEimt
Financial for Lutherans.

Join the Women of Faith through the coming montHsei@rning to
Read the Bible. See the calendar for a Circle Bible that fits your
schedule. We’ll be using four methods: devotional, histdriiterary
and Lutheran theological methods.
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SOCIAL CONCERNS

Do you have a Bumper cram your fruit
tree? Are tomatoes or
zucchini taking over the
garden? If you have an
abundance of fruits or
vegetables, please
remember the pantry with
your produce. The pantry is th& 2nd 4"
Saturday morning of each month. Your
donations and blue bags are so appreciated.

Upcoming in November the Rummage Sale.
Proceeds for the Pantry.

Want to be a part of service to the congregation anc
the community? Join us with your ideas and hands
The nextmeeting for Social Concerns/Outreach in September will
be the 14" at 6:30 pm in the Church Sewing Room.
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VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE

DATE TASK 9:30 AM
SEP 5 ACOLYTE Cami Kirker
READER Lucas Shurson
USHER Norma Burwell - Janice Wheeler
Burrell Woodring.
SOUNDBOARD John Shurson
COMMUNION Becky Shurson
ASSISTANT
ALTAR CARE Sue Christensen and Anne
Harrington
LOCKUP Erwin Buschauer
SEP 12 ACOLYTE Brooke Willet
READER Krista Botts
USHER Norma Burwell, Carol Jensen,
Becky Malinowski
SOUNDBOARD Lucas Shurson
COMMUNION David Strack
ASSISTANT
ALTAR CARE Sue Christensen and
Anne Harrington
LOCKUP Erwin Buschauer
SEP 19 | ACOLYTE Alec Blue
READER Ann Aul
USHER Norma Burwell, Duke Hansen,
Larry Ludwig
SOUNDBOARD Carlos Marroquin
COMMUNION Lucas Shurson
ASSISTANT
ALTAR CARE Sue Christensen and
Anne Harrington
LOCKUP Erwin Buschauer
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VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE

DATE | TASK 9:30 AM

SEP 26 | ACOLYTE Lindsey Marroquin
READER David Strack
USHER

Norma Burwell, Vicki & Ray Rollins

COMMUNION Scott Hamre
ASSTANT

SOUNDBOARD | Stephen Botts

ALTAR CARE | Sue Christensen and Anne Harringtor

LOCKUP Erwin Buschauer

REMEMBER IN PRAYER :,

Ude Bauer, Agnes Rogers, Pastor Patricia, Woody Woodwdeige,
Rachael, Shepherd of the Hills, Whittier, Joey Chrisen and family,
Katie and Mike — Death of Mike’s father and Katie’s fatirelaw,

Ron Whitley, Lynda Li, Victor & Irene, Melba Comptomah Magnuson,
Charles Cook, The Grimes family, Jess & Ossi Torgpimg\lice and
Timothy Rose, Ruth Harriet, Gerri, Mandy, Mary Kuhn.

VOICE ARTICLES
DUE BY THE
20" OF THE MONTH
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